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“It's not an award by
any means but anytime
you go home and find
The New York Times on
your voice mail it’s kind
of an award,” Walker
said.“They were always
really good to

work for.”

SincecomingtoAuburnUniversityinfall2007,
ChrisWalkerisdoingwhatheloves:teaching
and interacting with students as a
photojournalism professor.

“Ihavealwayswantedtobeacollegeteacher,’

Walkersaid."lenjoypeopleandlwantedto
bearoundfolkswholcouldsharewhatlknew
with!

Accordingtohisstudents,it'seasytoseethat
Walker enjoys teaching.

“Chris Walker is a great professor,”Public
relationsmajorKatelynSnydersaid:"Heisvery
knowledgeableandwasalwayswillingtomake
time to help when | needed it”

AccordingtoWalker,manyoftheprofessorsin
theCommunicationandJournalismDepartment
at Auburn know a lot about the subject
they teach.

“llookatourdepartmentandiseepeoplewho
actuallyunderstandthebusinessbecausethey
wereouttheredoingit, Walkersaid."Ourkids
leaveourdepartmentwithemployableskillsand
that is immensely important to me.”

Walkerbelievesthatitisveryimportantfor
studentstobetaughtby professorswho
possessrealworldexperienceintheirfield.

“That was a big reason in me coming
here,”Walker said.“These people

are workers and | wanted to be on a
faculty with people who understood

whatwork was.”

WalkerwasborninMichiganandattendeda
communitycollegewhereheoriginallythoughthe
wouldworkinWildlifebutchangedhismajorto
communication and journalism.

In2002,WalkerreceivedaMasterofFineArtsfrom
theDepartmentofCinemaandPhotographyat
Southern lllinois
State University.

Walkerhasworkedformanypublicationsincluding
TheNewYorkTimes,TheChicagoTribuneandThe
Associated Press.

“It'snotanawardbyanymeansbutanytimeyougo
homeandfindTheNewYorkTimesonyourvoice
mailit'skindofanaward,'Walkersaid."Theywere
always really good to work for.”

In1995,throughtheErnstHaasAwards,Walker
was named one

oftheworld'stop100emergingphotographers.On
thelistthatyearincludedphotographersfrom13
countries.

Walker worked for five years at The Blade
newspaper in Toledo, Ohio as a general
assignment manager and was awarded
a prestigious award for one of his stories.
In 2000, Walker along with two other
co-workers was awarded a finalist of

the Pulitzer Awards for an investigative
reporting piece that exposed the

United States Government and Brush
Wellman Corporation for allowing
defense contract workers to work in

a knowingly hazardous environment.
Brush Wellman Corporation was being
bought off by the Government to allow
plants to keep producing Beryllium
bi-products even though they knew

it was fatal. Beryllium dust has killed
many of the company’s workers. Walker
interviewed many of these workers for
his story.

“Thetwopeoplelworkedwithonthis,Iknow
aregone,'Walkersaid."ThethirdIsuspectis
gonesoit'sa

devastating thing.”

Walkeriscurrentlyworkingontwolongterm
projects,onewhichhestartedin 1989.He
hopestofinishhisseriesofportraitsatcounty
fairs within 25 years.

By COURTNEY TERRY



Journalism Major Cﬁasing Job, $50,000

Chamber of Commerce Video Contest

espitehavingcompletedprestigiousin-
rmshipswithNBCandMTV,creatingand
roducingtheEmmyAward-winningshow,
“NBClnterns,assistingintheproduction
of ABC's"WashingtonBusinessTonight,'and
havingafeaturesegmentairduringanAuburn
basketballgameonESPNU,CarrieWilliams'suc-
cesshasflownundertheradarofthestudents
andalumofAuburnUniversity.Howeverallthat
may be about to change.

Carrie'sproductionofavideofortheUSChamber
ofCommerce’s'FreeEnterpriseVideoContest,’
isreceivingrecognitionandcollectingviewsunlike
anyoftheotherfinalists.OnJune2,thevideowith
themostviewswillbeawardeda$50,000prize,
andatthemomenttheseniorinbroadcastjour-

nalism seems in prime position.

“WinningwouldbegreatfortheUniversity,forthe
departmentandforEagleEyeNews, Carriesays.
“I'mnotinitforthemoney.lwantmyworktobe
recognizedandtheprideofajobwelldone!”

Thecontest,whichisbeinghostedbyYouTube,
challengedpeopletoproduceshort feature-story
videosexemplifyingpeoplewhoarecreatingbusi-
nessesdespitethecurrenteconomicslump.Car-
rie'spiecefeaturesseveraldifferentcompanies
establishedbystudentsatAuburnUniversity.

Carriehopestherecognitionfromhersuccessin

thecontestwillraiseawarenessforAuburnUniver-
sity’'stelevisionstation,EagleEyeNews,aswellas
helpherlandajobaftershegraduatesinMay.In
recentyears,Auburn'sjournalismdepartmenthas
placedanumberoffemalegraduatesathighprofile

Winning would be great for

the University, for the de-

partment and for Eagle Eye
News.

positionsaroundthecountry:LibbyAmos,Fox10
NewsMobile MelissaJohnson,NBCWSFA12News,
andLindseyMcCormick,ESPN.Carrie'sarsenalof
productionskillsandherwillingnesstoworkhardput
heringreatpositiontofollowintheirfootsteps.

WhenCarrieisn'tpromotinghervideoorhuntingfor
ajob,sheremainshardatworkasthestationman-

agerforEagleEyeNews.Asthestationmanager
Carriefunctionsastheliaisonbetweenthestation
andtheuniversity,handlesthestation'sbudget,
reportsforthestation,coordinatespromotions
and manages the station’s reporters.

“Allof us on staffareliterally at the station
aroundtheclockdoingwhateverwecantodeliv-
erthehighestqualityproductionpossible;Carrie
says.'Becausethestationissosmallweallhave
to wear a lot of hats.”

IthasbeenthischallengethathasmoldedCar-
rieintoawell-roundedtelevisionproducereager
tomakethetransitionfromtheclassroomtothe
newsroom.CarrieWilliamsiswhatyoumightcalla
one-woman production company.

ToviewCarrie's'FreeEnterpriseContest'video,
pleasesearchYouTubefor’AuburnUniversity
studentsarefree!FormoreinformationonCar-
rie, visit www.CarrieLeighWilliams.com.

By Jason Hermansdorfer
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Smith earned his B.A. at the University of
South Carolina. He then earned his Mas-
ter of Communication and Master of Edu-

you're in, you do a good job and you

have the opportunity to continue,” says
Smith regarding how he got the chance

to work with the other three Olympic
games.

Smith is also passionate about his posi-
tion as “the internship guy” or more for-
mally known as the Director of Experien-
tial Learning.

AlIPR,CommunicationandRTVFmajorarere-
quiredtocompleteaninternshipinordertogradu-
ate. Smith oversees every single one.

SmithsaysthattheSummersemesterisalwaysthe
busiestwithabout100individualinternships,fol-
lowed by Spring then Fall.

“Announcing
is the
next big
thing
for me.”

“What's great for me is to see students
have these amazing internships,’ says
Smith.

He has seen students go to NYC, LA and
even abroad for these internships.

DuringthefallwhenSmithisn‘tworkinginhisoffice,
teachingorabroadwiththeOlympics,youcanfind
himinthefootballstadiumWellmaybeyouwon'toe
abletoactuallyfindhim,butyouwillsurebeable
to hear him.

Smithhasbeenthevoiceofthestadiumsincethe
start of the 2006 football season.

“Announcingisthenextbigthingforme,’says
Smith.It'shardworkbutthepeopleareterrific’

Smithbeganannouncingyearsagobygetting
involvedwiththecampusradiostationWeagleHe
alsoannouncedforAuburnbaseballfor5years
beforehehittheannouncingjackpot.Hewas
offeredthepositionoffootballannouncerinthe
springof2006andannouncedtheA-Daygame.

By Jason Hermansdorfer

“[Footballannouncinglisalifelongdream;’says
Smithsmiling."Aonceinalifetimeopportunity.
And here lam!”



A Fresh Perspective

Dr. Waters at work in her new office

Newest Faculty Member Brings Fervor, Impact
el Challenges to the Public Relations Students

“ r. Waters is a wonderful profes-
D sor and person,” says senior Meg
Beasley. “She desires to see her

students succeed and works

with each of us personally to encour-
age our individual skills and aspirations.
She is a very busy lady yet | have never
seen her without a smile on her face”
Publicrelationsstudentshavebeenpraising
thenewestfacultyadditiontotheCommunication
andJournalismDepartment,Dr.SusanWaters.
AshersecondsemestercomestoanendatAu-
burnUniversity,shehaspresentedchallenges
andbroughtjoyandfervortothedepartment.
Dr.Waters was born in Philadelphia and
raisedinCleveland.Likemanyofherfriends
fromthesuburbsofCleveland,Watershadchild-
hoodaspirationsofbecomingahigh-endfash-
iondesigner.Shelatertradedinthosedreams
andfoundherselfteachingadjunctatMissouri
SouthernStateUniversityWithknowledgeofad-
vertisingandpublicrelationsexperiencesfrom
workingindowntownCleveland sherecognized
herloveforteachingandreceivedamaster’sde-
greefromPittsburgStateUniversityinKansas.
Withsteadfastdetermination,sheventuredto
theUniversityofkansas,embarkingonobtaining
adoctoraldegree Perceivingmediaasa‘fascinat-
ing’subject,shebeganstudyingage-relatedissues

inTVcommercialsandotherformsofmediafor
herdissertation.Sheleftthehomeofthelayhawks
(ABD)toteachpublicrelations,advertisingand
communicationcoursesatPittsburgStateUniver-
sityfortwoyearsandthenmovedtoMissouriState
UniversityforfiveyearswhilefinishingherPh.D.

Establishing, organizing and advising
the new chapter of the Missouri State
Public Relations Student Society of
America (PRSSA),
she  welcomed
in about 40 to
50 students into

the society. They yspersonallytoencourageour

visited different
agencies,
speakers and
went on field trips. Each year Waters
challenged the students to plan one
large PRSSA Day event, which proved
to be successful and a good learning
experience. While at Missouri State,
Waters found a love for research and
decided to explore the possibility of
working at a larger research institution.
With her passion for research growing
deeper, Waters sought out an institution
where she could explore her research
more thoroughly. She saw a job oppor-

She desires to see her students ;,
succeedandworkswitheachof her

had individualskillsandaspirations.

tunity at Auburn University and pursued
it. At the time, Dr. Debra Worthington
was the chair of search committee.

“We both had gone to the University
of Kansas,” says Waters, “so that gave
us some common ground and helped
move the conversation forward to learn
more about Auburn as | was going
through the process of interviewing.
Debra was very helpful, knowledge-
able and warm, a good indication of
how the faculty would be at Auburn!
AlongwithbeingamazedatthebeautyofAu-
burnUniversityinthespring,Waterswasalso
thrilledthat‘thepublicrelationsstudentsaretops
inthecommunicationfieldhere’Becauseofthis,
shefeelsshecanteachconceptsatafastpacein
ordertomoveforwardmorequicklythanshehas
atotheruniversities WatersisproficientinAdobe
CreativeSuiteandincorporatestheprograms
intoherassignments.ThisyearshetaughtPub-
licRelationsWriting, PublicRelationsCampaigns,
SocialMediaandGenderCommunicationcourses.
“Dr.Watershasbeenanamazingprofessor,
sayspublicrelationsstudentSamanthaMays.
“Shealwayswantsherstudentstodotheirbest
andiswillingtohelpyouanywayshecan.lhave
learnedsomuchfromherandamextremely
thankfulforallof herwisdomand support.”
Byimplementingservice-learningintothe
courseworkwherestudentsgooutintothe
fieldand workwith clients,shehasencour-
aged and changed the perceptions of Au-
burnUniversity’spublicrelationsstudents.

“Dr. Waters makes learning fun and
attending class a pleasure,” says senior
Nicole LaMontagne. “She is always up-
beat and smiling, but better yet she is
truly invested
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teaching
students
the details
about suc-

ceeding in the
communica-
tions industry.”

Waters' 2010 noncompetitive grant that
she received from Auburn this year for
summer will help fund hours of research
on aging and service-learning to write
manuscripts for publication. Through as-
sessing the collaboration of the work of
the university, students, professors, com-
munity partners and their partnerships,
she will teach others how to evaluate
these relationships in her publications.
Watersanticipatesdoingresearchinotherfields

By: Whitney Adams



